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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)g] This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 LLS.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat. 
Application Publication No. 2002/0156171 Al Drewniak et aL 

Drewniak discloses the instantly claimed compounds, articles, and methods at the abstract; 
sections [0002], [0008], [0015]-[0024], which encompasses the instantly claimed amounts of 
ingredients of claims 1, 4, 8, 14, and 16 and the modified polyolefin falls within the scope of the 
instantly claimed "compatibilizing dispersion agent" since it performs that function, [0025]- 
[0026], [0034]-[0042], [0043]-[0045], which encompasses the instantly claimed nanoclays, 
[0048]-[0065], which encompasses the instantly claimed method steps of claims 5, 10, and 1 1 
and sections [0048]-[0049], [0051]-[0052] further encompass the instantly claimed amounts, 
[0053] encompasses the additives of the instant claims 3, 12, and 13, [0077], [0087], [0089], 
[0090], of which the examples use amounts falling within the scope of the instant claims, [0092], 
[0093], [0095], of which the examples use amounts falling within the scope of the instant claims, 
[0097] of which the polyethylene octene falls within the scope of the elastomer of the instant 
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claims 2 and 17, [0098]-[01 14], the claims, and the remainder of the document. Pellets of the 
instant claim 9 are disclosed at section [0064]. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Pat. 
Application Publication No. 2002/0156171 Al Drewniak et aL 

Drewniak discloses the instantly claimed compounds, articles, and methods at the abstract; 
sections [0002], [0008], [0015]-[0024], which encompasses the instantly claimed amounts of 
ingredients of claims 1, 4, 8, 14, and 16 and the modified polyolefin falls within the scope of the 
instantly claimed "compatibilizing dispersion agent" since it performs that function, [0025]- 
[0026], [0034]-[0042], [0043]-[0045], which encompasses the instantly claimed nanoclays, 
[0048]-[0065], which encompasses the instantly claimed method steps of claims 5, 10, and 1 1 
and sections [0048]-[0049], [0051]-[0052] further encompass the instantly claimed amounts, 
[0053] encompasses the additives of the instant claims 3, 12, and 13, [0077], [0087], [0089], 
[0090], of which the examples use amounts falling within the scope of the instant claims, [0092], 
[0093], [0095], of which the examples use amounts falling within the scope of the instant claims, 
[0097] of which the polyethylene octene falls within the scope of the elastomer of the instant 
claims 2 and 1 7, [0098]-[01 14], the claims, and the remainder of the document. Pellets of the 
instant claim 9 are disclosed at section [0064]. 

It would have at least been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
instant invention to use the instantly claimed ingredient combinations, amounts thereof, and 
processing steps in making the final articles because they are encompassed by the reference and 
would have been expected to give the properties and results disclosed by the reference. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrick D. Niland whose telephone number is 571-272-1 121. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 10 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan, can be reached on 571-272-1 1 19. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free*. 




Patrick). NilancP 
Primary Examiner 
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